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indexed. Not illustrated. 1854 Excerpt: .be a member, and she too went along with the rest. Full twenty girls
attended the first night, and at the second meeting, a fortnight aFer, a dozen young men were admitted to
membership. Mr. Olney heard of our movement, and he handed in a check for fiFy dollars, (the contribution of
himself and a few friends, ) told us to lay it all out for books, and informed us that his daughter would be glad
to join us. Selwyn Downs was greatly interested, and he gave us aid and counsel. We had a fine sum of money
to commence with, and a handsome library was purchased. But in signing the by-laws which, aFer six months,
required a weekly composition, some of the girls pledged themselves to an undertaking of which they had little
idea. Most of us had a good common-school education, all of us wrote a fair hand, and some had produced
essays and stories of great merit, while a few had never attempted an eIort of the kind. Poor Anna Logan could
write aFer copies, but she could not originate a written sentence. Miss Mumby was but little ahead of Anna,
although her opportunities had leF her without excuse. Milly Dorlon wrote a passable letter with a little help
from the Model Letter Writer, while Agnes Newman could describe a landscape, incident or character, in a style
which delighted Julia Warden. Such was the power of Julia s inspirations, however, we all took...
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