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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1877 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER VIII. Leonardo as a Philosopher and a Writer.
Humboldt says: He was the greatest physical philosopher of the fiGeenth century. If the views of Leonardo da
Vinci upon physical subjects had not remained buried in his MSS., the field of observation oIered by the New
World would have been explored in many of its branches of science before the grand epoch of Galileo, Pascal,
and Huygens. He sympathized profoundly with the revival of ancient learning in Italy, and in an epitaph which
was prepared for him, under his own supervision, he called himself, The admirer of the ancients and their
grateful disciple. One thing is lacking to me: their science of proportion. I have done what I could; may posterity
pardon me. He devoted the most earnest study to Vitruvius, whose book on architecture had recently been
translated by Fra Paciolo; since the great question of the NOTES AND MANUSCRIPTS. 109 day in Milan was one
relating to architecture, when the Cathedral, there approaching completion, was about to be crowned with a
cupola. The main contest arose over the question whether the cupola should be of the Gothic or Renaissance
type, and was stormily debated by the Italian architects, and by others whom Sforza summoned from
Germany. AGer Leonardo s death, his vast collections of manuscripts and notes were bequeathed to Francesco
Melzi, who retained them with religious care, although no attempt was made to arrange these confused
treasures of scientific facts,...
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