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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1836 Excerpt: .most valuable description, in smoothing the way for the reception of the
calculus by young minds. Article IX. SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCE. I.--On the Arrangement of Mineral Collections.
The notice, in your Number for January, of a new system of Mineralogy, c. by Professor Thomson, will excite the
attention of your readers: and | wish to profit by the occasion, to examine the relative advantages of the
chemical and natural arrangement of mineral collections. My own experience, such as it is, has led to the
preference of the latter mode; and the object of this paper will be, to give, in very general terms, the reasons for
that preference: reserving details for a more advanced stage of the discussion, into which | wish to draw either
Professor Thomson, or one of his qualified pupils who may have more time to spare. In the case of private
collections, there may be different motives for preferring the one or the other; or, what is rather more
common, something between the two. The miner would prefer the analytical order; the lapidary the natural;
the virtuoso would spare himself the labour of a strict arrangement, by adopting the intermediate or
compound; and the naturalist, perhaps, a divided system; arranging chemically those species which depend,
for their scientific or practical interest, on their elementary ingredients; and according to their physical
properties, those which owe their interest chiefly or altogether to those properties. For mineralogy, though so
intimately connected with chemistry, is certainly a...
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