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other: Besides the extremely low rates of freight, the Dutch ports
have a very important advantage in the superiority and
regularity of their steam service. AVhile at Ant werp there is only
a single line--foreign, indeed--running to Frankfort and
Mannheim, consisting of boats drawn by tugs, there arc at
Rotterdam and Amsterdam several rapid services with large
vessels carrying 600 to 800 tons of goods. These boats require
only three to four days to cover the 353 miles between
Mannheim and Rotterdam, a time which is scarcely lessened by
the railways. Not only do these conditions compete with the
Belgian waterways, but even the railroads are beginning to feel
the effects. It is not natural to suppose that the merchants and
manufacturers of the Rhine region will continue to pay a rate of
$3 to $5 per ton by rail to Antwerp when...
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